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CLERMONT LAUNCHES NEW YOUTH COUNCIL
CLERMONT (Sept. 26, 2018) – The City of Clermont announced the first meeting of its new
youth council, a program aimed at giving south Lake County high-school students an
opportunity to learn more about city government.
Clermont City Clerk Tracy Ackroyd Howe is the program sponsor. Howe said that 10 students
applied for the program: five from South Lake High School, three from Lake Minneola High
School and two from East Ridge High School.
“Several Council members expressed an interest in offering this program,” said City Manager
Darren Gray. “We are excited about connecting with our younger citizens.”
Howe said that she hopes the program will inspire students to contribute and give back to the
community and also said she hopes some will be inspired to pursue careers in public
administration.
The students will meet for six months and will get an up-close look at many of the city
departments. At the end of the six months, the Youth Council will collaborate to create a project
that they feel will benefit the departments or the community. They will present the project to the
City Council. Once approved, the teens will implement the project with the support of city staff.

Youth Council members recently met for the first time. Pictured from left to right: Kristopher Ganesh, Aaron Curlee,
Luis Mustafa, Camille Eldridge, Mary Landaberde, Megan Yurchick, Mayor Gail Ash, City Manager Darren Gray,
Bailey Bates, Emma Gaskins Kaylee Sakur and Tyler Irby.

About the City of Clermont. Clermont, Fla., is known as the Choice of Champions® due to its international
reputation as a training ground for elite athletes and the community’s celebration of the championship spirit.
Founded in 1884 as a model town, the city of 35,200 is about 20 miles west of Orlando and is set among
picturesque hills and pristine lakes. Clermont is the largest city in Lake County. More at www.ClermontFL.gov.

